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MAXIMILIAN’S MINT, 

Ir the Emperor Maximilian should 
unfortunately lose his head in the course 
of the present struggle in Mexico, he 
will at least have the satisfaction of 
knowing that he leaves an impression 
of it upon the coinage of the country ; 
if such a catastrophe should not occur, 
as the one indicated, he will doubtless 
take with him out of the country as 
many specimens of his mintage as pos- 
sible; in either case, there is no doubt 
but the money of Maximilian will here- 
after become exceedingly rare, and much 
sought after by collectors. 


So that Mexico, having been succes- 
sively ruled by the Incas, their Spanish 
conquerors, Republican President, and 
Mexican Emperor, has the prospect of 
seeing her gold and silver carried out 
of the country, stamped with the effigy 
ofan Austrian adventurer; such are the 
mutations of nationalities. 

The only specimens of the new coin- 
age that have as yet been brought to 
our notice, are the Silver Dollar, and 
a gold piece valued at twenty-eight 
dollars. 





The first of these issues is the one 
whose presentation of the head of Maxi- 
milian in such wise, that by reversing 
it, you produce a very fine likeness of 
a donkey, has created so much amuse- 
ment among collectors. 

The gold piece is similar in design, 
having on the obverse a head of Maxi- 
milian, with inscription, and on the 
reverse, arms. 

It is currently reported that of this 
latter piece there were but ninety struck, 
which if a fact, will greatly enhance its 
value. . 

The coinage of Mexico has never 
been anything to boast of in beauty, 
although it may have in purity, still 
there was always a rude and coarse 
power in the designs, that was far in 
advance of our wax-doll figures of 
liberty, and misguided eagles. 

The Mexican dollar is the only éoin 
current between American and native 
merchants in China and Japan, from its 
known purity; whether Maximilian’s 
money will ever get into general circu- 
lation on its merits, is, to say the least, 
questionable. 

It would not have been a bad idea 
for Maximilian to have added to his 
own head that of his unfortunate wife 
Carlotta, whose faithfulness to him 
certainly deserved the acknowledgment, 
while the feeling with which she is re- 
garded in Mexico, would have tended 
to make the coin much more popular. 
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Transactions of ‘Societies, 


BU LLE TIN 


OF THE 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC & ARCH/AZOLOGICAL | 
SOCIETY. 


Notice.—The American Numismatic and Archeological 
will be at all times pleased to communicate with any irdi- | 
viduals or Societies, on Numismatic or Archeological topics, 
to answer questions, and give all information desired. | 
Letters of inquiry addressed to “ Prof. Cuas. E. ANTHoN, 
Cor. Sec’y. College «f the City of New York, will receive | 
prompt attention, 


Regular Meeting, March 14, The Presi- 


dent in the chair. 


1867. 


On coming to order the Committee on the Lin- | 


colne Memorial Medal made a report, in which it 
was proposed that the Society should cause to be 
struck fifty medals in tin to be disposed of among 
the members at three dollars each. The report, 
on motion, was accepted and laid on the table. 


After full discussion and various propositions, the | 
report was taken up and amended by a motion , 


unanimously agreed to, that a subscription to the 
amount of three hundred dollars be taken from the 
members as 


Society 


an advance to Mr. Sigel to enable | 


The regular business was proceeded with, and 
| the Special Committee of Subscription reported 
the completion of the business in their charge, 
which was accepted and a motion to discharge the 
'old Committee on Lincoln Medal and continue 
the present Committee, with power to complete 
| the publication of the medal, was adopted. 

Mr. Hanna exhibited a curious seal in horn and 
silver, on one end of which was engraved the ini- 
| tials W. S., and on the other was carved a head 
| resembling the approved portraits of Shakespeare. 
| From information in the possession of Mr. Hanna 
| it was considered possible that the seal was for- 

'merly that of William Shakespeare, its history 
having been traced for more than two hundred 
|years. Donations were received, among them a 
copy in bronze of the medal in honor of Abraham 
| Lincoln, sent by 40,000 French subscribers to 
| Mrs. Lincoln. 


| _Dr. Chas. Clay, President of the Manchester 
| (Eng). Numismatic Society, was unanimously 
elected an honorary member. On motion, ad- 
journed, 


James Ouiver, 


Rec. Sec. 


him to prepare new dies and complete the medal | 


according to the original intentions, and Messrs. | 
TenEyck, Anthon and Parish, were appointed a | 


special committee for this purpose. 


BOSTON N UMISMATIC SOCIETY. 


The Committee of Publication reported pro- | 


gress. Donations of a collection of postage stamps, 
fac-similes of the arms and flags of all nations, and 
two early American newspapers, were exhibited, 
and after further minor business, on motion, ad- 
journed, James Otver, 
Rec. See. 


Annual Meeting, deferred from Thursday, March 28 


to Friday, March 29. The President in the 


Chair. 


Reports of Officers for the past year being in | 
order, the Treasurer reported progress, and asked 
The Cor. | 


for further time, which was granted. 
responding Secretary was absent. The Librarian 
reported the condition of the Library as follows : 
gz Volumes, 34 Newspapers, 96 Catalogues, 37 
Almanacs, 286 Pamphlets. The Curator report- 
ed the number of Coins, Medals, &c., to be 2012, 
also of Paper Money, 87 specimens, 288 Postage 
Stamps, and numerous objects of antiquity and 
mineralogy. An election was then held, and the 
following officers were chosen for the ensuing 
year: 

President —FRANK H. NORTON. 

1st Vice Pres’t.—Dr. GEO. H, PERINE. 

ad Vice Pres’t —WM. C. PRIME 

Recording Sec’y.— JAMES OLIVER. 

Corresponding Sec’y.—Prof. CHAS, E. ANTHON, 

(Coll. of City of New York.) 

Treasurer.—E. Y. TEN EYCK, 

Curator.— EDWARD GROH. 

Librarian —DANIEL PARISH, Jr. 


The monthly meeting was held on Thursday, 
March 7, at4 p.m. ‘The Secretary read the re- 
port of the last meeting, and presented to the 
Society a proof set of the silver and smaller coins of 
this year. The President read a letter from J. A. 
Bolen, of Springfield, enclosing two Copper 
‘Tokens, a donation to the Cabinet of the Society. 
He also called the attention of members to the 
fact, that Prof. John H. Alexander, of Baltimore, 
an honorary member, died in that City, on March 
zd. He had long been known as an earnest advo- 
cate of an International Coinage, on the decimal 
system, and in 1857 was commissioner to a con- 
ference held in England; he had been appointed 
by the President of the U. S. a commissioner to 
the French Exposition of this year. 

Dr. Fowle exhibited two stater: of Philip I1., 
and two of Alexander III., of Macedon, all in 
| beautiful condition. Mr. Pratt exhibited a proof 
| set of English coins, the gold, silver and copper 
for 1853; it comprised sixteen pieces, and was 
prettily arranged in a Morocco case. The Secre- 
tary showed the medal given to him as a commis- 
sioner attending the recent assay at the U.S. Mint. 
On the obverse is a classical head of Liberty, and 
the legend, «*Mint of the United States, Phila- 
delphia;” on the reverse, in a wreath, the words, 
“ Annual Assay 1867.” It is of size 21, and 
is composed of silver with one-tenth part of 
aluminium. ‘The Society adjourned about 5. 
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NUMISMATIC AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY 
OF MONTREAL. 


The regular meeting of this Society was held 
on Wednesday evening last, and was weil attended. 
The following donations were received: Mr. 
S. H. Morgan, of Pittsburgh, Pa., 2 U. S., copper- 
heads (a letter was also read from this gentleman, 
in which he offered to forward a collection of Pa. 
copper-heads to the Society’s Cabinet), Mr. 
H Scotch 1os. of James II., 5s. Queen Anne, 
half-crewn of Anne, aud Mott’s Trade Token. | 
Mr. W. V. B. Hall, 1-16 dollar (Colonial) 1-16 
dollar Charles IV. (Spain), and 20 centime French 
Republic. | 


Communications were read from the London, | 
(Eng.) and Brooklyn, (N.Y.) Societies. [What | 
Brooklyn Society? | 

Messrs. R. L. Gibson and T. D. King, were | 


elected members, after which a very able paper | 
was read by Mr. A. N. Rennie, on “ Grave Yard | 
Epitaphs and Sepulchral Oddities.” ‘The gentle- 
man introduced his subject by showing that erec- | 
tion of monuments which bear epitaphs com- 


memorative of the virtues of deceased friends 





was a practice of great antiquity, and one which | 
would doubtless perish only with human nature | 

It was not however the case, in poder 
instance, that monuments were erected by friends | 
only, for an instance is on record of a person who 


itself, 


caused his own monument to be placed in the 
family lot, with blanks for his age and year of his 
demise, and underneath the epitaph was inscribed 
the words ** He died the death of the righteous.” 
The original intention of epitaphs appears to have 
been commemorative. In the days of classical 
antiquity it became customary to add some allu- 
sion to death, then considered an eternal sleep, 
and also to admonish the living to make the best 
use of the years which remained to them. In 
the middle ages Christian feelings naturally 
found there way into sepulchral inscriptions, and 
the intervention of Jesus and Mary, and the pray- 
ers of the passing stranger, were besought on 
behalf of the dead. The speaker then proceeded 
to give examples of the various styles of epitaphs 
of the different countries and centuries, Roman, 
Greek, &c. ; also citing some which appear in the 
grave yards of Merrie England, many of which 
are remarkable for tenderness and elevated moral 
feeling. He then stated, that he should, owing 
to the lateness of the hour, close his subject, but 
would upon some future occasion take up the second 
part, Sepulchral Oddities. 


A vote of thanks was unanimously passed to 
Mr. Rennie, for his able paper ; after which the 
Secretary, Mr. A. Sandham, read a short article 
upon the Origin of the celebrated French Assig- 
nats, now very rare. The meeting was then 
adjourned for one month, with the hope that in 
the meantime, arrangements would be completed 








with one of our public institutions, for permis- 
sion to use their committee room for meeting, 
and also that a place would be procured for the 
proper exhibition of the Society’s Cabinet. 


GLEANINGS FROM GERMAN COINAGE, 


By. H. F. 


IV. 
Siegepieces. 


Siegepieces have always been, and will ever be, 
favorites with collectors. Aside from their rarity, 
for we safely affirm, that there is no Siegepiece in 
in any way common; the memorable incidents, 
to which they owe their existence, and of which 
they are always most valuable monuments, added 
to the singularity and oddness of appearance, which 
generally distinguishes them, will make them well 
deserving the attention bestowed on them, But 
it should not be rarity and uniqueness alone, that 
make obsidional coins treasurable to Numismatists ; 
of far greater importance are they as aids to his- 
tory. Can we have a better memorial of troubled 
and warlike times, of the various shifts resorted 
to in the extremity of need, than those little plain 
and rude pieces, with their quaint and touching 
impressions! How loudly does the inscription on 
the Ulm Siegepiece of 1704: Da PACEM 
DOMINE, IN DIEBVS NOSTRIS, bear wit- 
ness of the forced submission and desperation of 
the besieged, or the: DVM SPIRE SPERO, on 
the Pontrefact coin, of the fierce resolution to 
hold out unto death. 


Obsidional or Siegepieces, are stamped pieces 
of metal, commonly base, struck during sieges, 


| when the customary money became scarce, re- 


presenting a fictitious value, with promise of re- 
demption at a future time. We find these pieces 
of copper and tin, or simply cut in a convenient 
shape, be it round, square or octangular, out of 
pieces of gold and silver plate, and stamped on one 
or both sides, with the arms of the place, where 
struck, the cipher or arms of monarch or governor, 
date and value. 

The most ancient obsidional pieces were proba- 
bly struck in the commencement of the XVI. 
century, Guring the sieges of Pavia, (1524,) and 
Cremona, (1526). Next we have those struck at 
Vienna, (1529,) when that city was assaulted by 
the Turks. 


The wars of the Dutch against Spain furnish 
a greater number; we have pieces of 1573 of 
Middleburg and Harlem, several of Leyden, 
(one of paper,) in 1574, and 1578 of Kampen, 
this last with the inscrip:ion, Extremum subsidium. 
In 1641 again we have two obsidional coins struck 
at Aire. ‘The first in gold and silver, square, 








American Journal of Numismatics. 





LVD. XIII. 
REX PIVIS 
IVSTVS 
INVICTVS 
ARIA VNOAo 
BIS OBSES. 
1641. 

The other struck by the opposite party is square, 
and of silver, having in an ornamented border, 


PHIL. IIL. 
REX 
PATER 
PATRIAZ 
ARIA OBSESSA. 
XIV., 


Under Louis 
the edges clipped. In a round border an oval 
shield (bar d’or on a field azure), covered by an 
open, royal crown. On the sides the date 17-10. 
The legend, which is Rey by a burning 
heart, as mint mark, PRO. REGE. ET. 
PATRIA. ARIA. 50 gg the Siegepieces 
of Bouchain (1711), Landau (1702), Lille (1708), 
Tournay (170g), etc. 


The reign of Charles I. of England, gave birth 


to not a few siege-pieces, amongst them some of | 


great rarity and eageriy sought after now by col- 
lectors on account of the memorable circumstances 
connected with their issue. A Newark coin, with 


the plain crown and the letters C. R. on the | 
square piece of plate, stamped on one side with a | 
rude view of a castle and with the inscription 


OBS 
Scarborough 
1645 
will always be a fitting memorial of the troubled 
time, and of the various shifts resorted to to keep 
the ship of state against the wind. 


of France, we notice | 
another piece of Aire, a square planchet, with | 


A round die, struck on a square silver pianchet, 
weighing 1 ounce exactly. 

In a laurel wreath a half-length figure of St. 
Peter, crowned with a triple crown, holding an 
open book and large key. In front a shield, 
quartered, first and fourth field a wheel on a field 
argent, second and third a lion rampant or (arms 
|of the Counts of Wartenberg). 16—33. 

__ This piece was struck by authority of Francis 
William, Count Wartenberg and bishop of the 
diocese of Osnabruck, a staunch imperialist, and 
bitter enemy of the evangelical faith. In June, 
1633, after the victory obtained over the Liguists 
near Oldendorp on the Weser, the Swedes, com- 

_manded by Field-Marshal Kniphausen and Gustav- 

us Gustavson, a bastard of the Swedish king, moved 

towards the City of Osnabruck, cutting off all 
communication, and pressing the siege until the 
garrison was forced to surrender (2 Sept). 

The bishop had fled to Bonn at the beginning 
of the siege, leaving orders, to coin his plate into 
morey, should necessity demand it. As soon as 
the current coin grew scarce, the magistrate de- 
cided to follow his orders, and had the pieces 
struck, for payment to the troops. 


Siegepiece of Minden, in Westphalia, 1634. 
The coin is a piece of broken plate stamped on 
the obverse : 





MINDA 
OBSESSA 


— 


GRos. 
CHEN. 
o@. 


Reverse : 


| Near the figure 8 on the reverse is marked 
| with a small die the emblem of the diocese of 
Minden, viz.: two keys crosswise. 


This city was besieged in the same campaign 


In the present century we mention those of | as Osnabruck, but the attention and force of the 


Saragossa : 


Obverse: Crowned F. 7 


* in a rude laurel wreath ; 


8. D 
Reverse : 1 


of Cattaro: In a circle a cannon, gun and sword, 
arranged as a trophy, and surrounded by two 
laurel twigs. CATTARO EN ETAT DE 
SIEGE 1823. Reverse: N surmounted by an 
imperial crown, on the sides 5 F. (five francs) 


DIEV PROTEGE LA FRANCE 10; next some | 


of Valencia (1823), Amsterdam, etc, 

But whatever period we may examine, no war 
furnishes us with moreand rarer obsidional pieces ; 
than the long and eventful thirty years war. On 
both sides numerous extremely valuable and 
eminently historical pieces were struck, forming 
in all the crown- -pieces of Numismatic collections, 
comprising that time. We add a description and 
general history of a few of the rarest, 


Obsidional coin struck in Osnabruck, 1633, during 
the siege by the Swedes. 


| Protestants being fixed on that city and Hildesheim, 
| Minden escaped until the middle of the year 
| 1634. On the 24th day of July, of the year 
_ mentioned, Duke George of Brunswick commenced 
the siege, opening ditches on four different sides, 
and pushing forward with remarkable energy. 
The besieged defended their place most bravely, 
making frequent sallies, and annoying otherwise 
the enemy, until in November ’34. they were 
compelled by hunger to capitulate and open their 
| gates, the Protestants allowing the garrison an 
honorable retreat with flags and arms. In this 
tedious siege money naturally soon got very scarce, 
and had to be replaced by the improvised pieces, 
of which we gave a description. 
( To be continued.) 


A proposition to coin silver in a shape similar 
to the “* cash” used by the Chinese, was favorably 
entertained, was among the news items from 
Hong Kong lately. 
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RECENT COIN DISCOVERIES. 
Communicated sy H, F. 


I. 
1863.—In the Spring of 1863 an earthen pot, 
containing a large number of bracteates, was dug 
up at the village of Trebitz, near Wittenberg, in 
Saxony. 


clesiastic coins of Magdeburg, bearing the effigy 


of Maurice, the patron of that see,) and bracteates | 


of Duke Bernhard of Saxony, and his successor 
Albrecht I.; a few specimens belonging to Otto of 
Brandenburg, landgreve Heman of Thuringia, 
(figure on horseback,) and two splendid bracteates 
of Heribertus, abbot of Helmstadt. 


years, from the last year of the 12th century, to 
about 1215, and it is most likely that about 
that time the treasure was buried. 


2. 


1863.—Nov. 18th, a clay vessel, 
was plowed up on a field at Baalberg, near 
Bernburg in Anhalt. 

3. 

1864.—A gold medal was lately found in 
Wurtemberg, commemorative of the destruction 
of Jerusalem, a.p. 70. It is about the size of a 
two-frane piece, and bears the effigy of Vespasian, 
with the inscription: Vespasianus Rom. Imp. 
Aug. Beneath the effigy are two letters, S. C. 
On the reverse is a palm-tree, with two figures, 


one seated the othér standing, and the motto: | 


Judea capta, (Judea conquered).—Londom paper, 
Nov. 10. 
4. 
1865.—In the vicinity of Ganserndorf, a lot of 
Roman billon coins was found in the beginning 
of 1865. 
with the inscriptions given below. 
PIECES, 
1 Trebon. Gallus. 
3 Salonina. Rev. 
Rev. 
Rey. 
3 Valerianus pater. 


Rev. Pax Augus. 
Romae Aeternae. 
Concordia Augg. 
Pietas Aug. 
Rev. Virtus Augg. 
Rev. Restit Orientis (2 
pieces. ) 
Restitut Orientis. 
Victoria German. 
Fortuna Redux, VII. C. 
1 Aurelianus. Rev. Restitut Orbis. Exergue: C. 
1 Numerianus. Rev. Virtus Augg Ex.: XXI. 
5 Diocletianus. Rev. Concordia Militum 
in the field; At. KI,-Z. A* Exergue: 
XXI Ant. 
1 Max. Hercul. Rev. Concordia Militum, in 
the field: K. A. 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 


4 Gallienus. 


The greater part of the contents con- | 
sisted of the so-called “* Maurice pennies,” (ec- | 


The dates | 


of the coins cover a period of perhaps 20-25 | 


filled with | 
about 490 bracteates of the principality of Anhale, | 


They were chiefly of Syrian mints, 
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2 Gal. Maximus. 

K.A.I. A. 

1 Maxum. Daza_ Rev. Genio Augusti, in the 
field: *—A. Exergue: Ant. 

2 Constantinus mag. Rev. Soli Invicto Comiti 


in the field, G. S$. Ex: RS. TT. 


In small bronze : 
PIECES. 

I Licinius pater. Rev. Jovi Conservatori. Lis. 

2 Licinius filieus Rev. Jovi Conservatori. Smkt. 

Smnt. 
2 Constans. 
(phoenic), 

In fine silver: 

A denarius of Gal. Maximus. Rev. XCVI. T. 

A Quinar of the family Egnatuleja. 

One Hadrian. 

One Antoninus pius. 

One Alex Severus, and 

One Julia Domna—Numismatische Zeitung 1866 

No. I. 
5. 

1865.—Near Mytho, a town of 4,000 in- 
habitants, in Cochin China, a large brass of Maxi- 
mus I, was discovered in 1865. It is the first 
antique piece, found so far distant from the Euro- 
| pean west. 





Rev. same, in the field: 


Rev. Fel. Temp. Reparatio 


6. 


1866 —In Wurzburg, a casket containing gold 
/coins of the value of 25-30,000 florins, was 
found in a house, which formerly belonged to the 
‘order of St. John. Most probably the gold was 
, hidden by the knights of the order about the time 
of the thirty years war, (1618-1648). 


7. 
1866.—On a field in Poare, (Hungary,) was 
_fouud a clay pot or urn, containing about 500 


larger and smaller coins, chiefly in gold. They 
are attributed to the Hungarian kings of the 16th 
century. 


8. 


1863.—In the Summer of 1863, a leather bag 
, was found in the village of Welletiz, in Bohemia. 
| On examination it was found to contain 375 small 
, silver coins, 2 flint stones, anda buckle. The 
| coins, the greater part of which were of the 
| middle of the 16th century, reached down to the 
| socatal quarter of the 17th, and were groats and 
| 4 batzes of most German territories, (Alsace, 
Austria, Tyrol, Palatinate, Bavaria, Baden, Wurt- 
emburg, Hamburg, etc.) 


1865.—A discovery, considerably larger, was 
made near the same place, in the Summer of 1865. 
Amongst the ruins of a fire a leather bag was also 
discovered, weighing about 4 pounds, and holding 
nearly 4,000 silver coins. 

It is curious to observe, that the coins were in 
the average very like those found in Welletiz, no 
| coin of greater value than a groat being found in 
| both cases. We may suppose that both bags 
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were deposited about the same time, about 1625, | This measure, as well as others of the Jast 
by soldiers of the thirty years war. period of his reign, was suggested by Biron Goertz, 
9. a German intriguer, of great ability, who had now 

1866.—At Marburg, in Styria, an earthen pot engrossed the ruined monarch’s confidznce. But 


was dug up in a garden. It is said to have contain- 
ed about 3,000 bracteates, mostly of Switzerland ; 
a great many were struck by the bishop of Chur, 
and are distinguished by a goat. 


—— 


THE COPPER DALER OF CHARLES XII. 


After Charles XII., King of Sweden, attacked 
as he was, by a triple league of the Northern 
powers, had, at the age of eighteen, a. D. 1700, | 
reduced the Danes to submission by a two weeks’ | 


campaign in the month of August; had then, at | 


the far reaching plans of the kingand his minister for 
the restoration of Swedish predominance were 
all frustrated by the decease of Charles, Dec. 11th, 
1718, destined, in the words of the poet, 
“* To a barren strand, 
A petty fortress, and a dubious hand ;” 
and the execution of Goertz, March 2, 1719, at 
the demand of the great families of the kingdom, 
was the natural sequel of their sovereign’s death, 
which can hardly be called dubious, but was almost 
certainly their work. 
A small Medal, of which I have an impression 


the close of November, entirely defeated the in silver, issued in Germany, apparently to com- 
Russians in the battle of Narva; and had finally, | memorate the fate of the Swedish hero, has, on 
in the ensuing years, 1700-1704, conquered | the obverse, a bust of the king in civil costume: 





Augustus II., Elector of Saxony and King of 
Poland, whom he caused to be deposed from the 
elective throne; he pursued the fallen monarch 
into the hereditary Saxon dominions, and dictated 
there a treaty which sealed for the time the 
Elector’s expulsion from Poland. In September, 
1707, he set out from Saxony on that invasion of 
Russia, which, in many respects the prototype of 
Napoleon’s undertaking in 1812, terminated so 
disastrously to the Swedes in the battle of Pultowa, 
July 8,1709. In 1707, therefore, a year made | 
memorable elsewhere by the Union, May 1, of | 
England and Scotland under a common parliament- | 
ary government, we behold him at the height of 
his power, the arbiter of nations, an antique hero | 
in the midst of modern civilization. | 





the legend is Caron XII. D. G. Rex. Suec: Nar. 
24 Jun, 1682. Ob. 11 Dec., 1718. On the 
reverse we read, in a laurel wreath: 
So Lane Dle WeLr sestent 
SeInp NanMe nICur Vercenr, 

which may be translated or trans-doggreled into : 

Long as the world endures, 

His name his fame secures. 
But in the original the larger capital letters form 
a “* Chronogram,” amounting in their aggregate to 
the date of the King’s death. Like all things of 
this sort, though pleasing to the ponderous German 
mind, it is worth neither making out, nor attempt- 
ing to imitate in English. 

The first of the Copper Dalers, or ‘ Distress. 


I have in my Collection, a fine specimen of the | Money,” as it was called, was issued in 1715. 
Rix-dollar, struck by Charles XII., in this year, The obverse bore a royal crown, with that date ; 
probably, according to Lilienthal* in his Saxon the reverse was plain, with the inscription 
Camp, and, at any rate, of Saxon silver. The I. DALER s,m, the two final letters denoting 
obverse presents a life-like profile bust, with hair Solffer Mynt, or Silver Coin. It weighed, as was 
carelessly thrown back, arrayed in armor, with | before stated, § oz.; but copper coins of the same 
the legend: Carotus XII , D. G., Rex Suec,ete.; denomination had, under the king’s predecessor, 
the reverse exhibits the arms of Sweden, sur- | weighed 3} lb. In the time of Christina, indeed, 
mounted by the motto: Med. Gudz Hielp—with | they had weighed still more. She had introduced 
the help of God—in German text. | these great lumps of copper, according to Kund- 

We cannot follow the King of Sweden during mann,* to whom we are indebted for the facts 
his romantic and eventful sojourn in Turkey after | relating to the Daler, in order to save her subjects 
his defeat, and his persistent and all but successful , the trouble of counting; and had, in her benevo- 
endeavors to enlist the Sultan’s power decisively | lence, even issued copper coins of the weight of 
in his cause. Returning, in November, 1714, to, 25 lb. These latter had to be kept in cellars by 
his own dominions, he found them in a state of | those who owned many, lest their immense pres- 
extreme exhaustion. The deficiency of the | sure might break down the house. The new cop- 
precious metals induced him to sanction the coin- | per Daler of Charles XII. weighed, accordingly, 
ing of small copper pieces, with the name “ Daler,” ; just the 416th part of the one which had been 
intended to pass for four times the value which | current under Charles XI. A fractional paper 
they would have possessed if composed of an equal currency did not occur to the government, or was 
weight of fine silver. The Swedish “ Daler,” | not ventured upon. 
it seems, was properly equivalent to half a Rix- | In 1716, a second type of this Daler made its 
dollar, or half an ounce of silver, and these pieces appearance, weighing almost twice as much as its 


contained but an eighth of an ounce of copper. 


* Thaler Cabinet, 1735, p. 44. 


predecessor, for which reason and because it had, 


* Nummi Singulares, 1731, p. 41, ff. 
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on the obverse, the Kingdom of Sweden under 
the emblem of Pallas, with lance and a shield 
bearing the three Swedish crowns, it was called 
by the people “*Tiocka Jungfrun,” or the Fat 
Maiden. The legend is * Publica Fide,” and 


the reverse the same as before. 





On the Daler of 1717 we are presented with 
a warrior holding in his right hand a sword, in | 
his left a shield with the three crowns. Legend: | 
Wett och Wapen,” which may be translated, | 
preserving the aliiteration; Wit and Weapons 
The reverse has the same inscription as before, | 
but, as in the cvse of all the pieces to be afterwards | 
mentioned, enclosed in an ornamental framework, | 
which varies in design with each different obverse, | 


For 1718 we have seven Types. On the first | 
is a warrior with a sword in the right hand, and | 
a spear in the left. By his side is a lion passant, 
and the legend is “ Flink och Fardig,” freely, 
Rough and Ready. The second type bears the 
legend: Sarurnus, with a representation of that 
deity ; the third type, Juprrer ; the fourth Mars; 
the fifth, PHorsus; the sixth, Mercurius; and 
each exhibits the personage designated, with his 
appropriate mythological attributes. This series 
of ancient figures was an unfortunate invention 
of the minister, who was already obnoxious 
to the clergy, if Voltaire may be believed, because 
he wished to tax them; and they were called 
‘* the gods of Baron Goertz.” 


The last or twelfth of these eurious coins was 
issued in 1719. On the obverse we have a female 
with an anchor, and the legend: ‘ Hoppet,” 
implying that she is Hope. The king having been 
killed Dec. 11th of the previous year, it never 
circulated at the exaggerated valuation of the 
others, which were reduced, immediately after 
the fatal event, to something like their real worth, 
namely, two Pfennige. As Baron Goertz was 
being led to execution, the exasperated mob 
shouted after him, in allusion tothe mottoes of his 
coinage : * Esto nu flink och fardig, med denen 
Wett och Wapen?” or Art now Rough and 
Ready, with thy Wit and Weapons? 

Ail this, says Kundmann, has brought it to 
pass, that these pieces are now preserved in 
Sweden as a meljancholy memorial, and are even 
gilded, and inserted in silver or golden drinking 
vessels. 

I have in my collection the entire series, with 
the exception of the first Daler, bearing the royal | 
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CONCERNING THE COIN TRADE IN AMERICA, 


299 State Street, Brooklyn, 
1gth March, 1867. 


Ed, American Fournal of Numismatics : 


My Dear Sir,—In accordance with your im- 
plied permission, I am going to scratch down a 
few more remarks concerning the Coin Trade in 
this country, as it has come under my own ob- 
servation—not forgetting that I am bound to con- 
fine them within a narrower compass than my 
former communication. In that letter I stated 
my impression that the change of the Cent in 
1856 and 1857 from Copper to Nickel was one 
of the principal causes of the demand for coins, 
and [ think so, because from that time the demand 
was continuaily on the increase, up to the latter 
part of 1858. On the first of November of that 
year, I held a sale of my best Collection of Cents, 


_ which were disposed of by private biddings, and 


realized the extraordinary amount, at that time, of 


| $128 68, for seven pieces. 


This was published gratuitously by three of the 
principal journals in Philadelphia, and was copied 
by different newspapers in most of the Northern, 
and some few of the Southern States. At this 
time, I had not more than one or two correspond- 
ents outside of the City of Philadelphia, where I 


was residing at the time. Within a few weeks, 


however, from the publication of this sale, I was 
receiving from ten to fifteen letters daily, some 


asking what I would give—and others,—by far 
the greater number—what I would charge for 
certain coins ; and for some year or two I had as 
much business as I could possibly attend to; and 
from that time up to the present moment, have 
followed the Coin Trade almost exclusively as a 
business. I have therefore, not very unnaturally, 
always considered the publication of the prices 
these Cents obtained, as the more immediate cause 
of the great demand there has been for Coins, 
more or less, for the past seven or eight years. 
Some years after this, I was urged by several 
Collectors to print a priced Catalogue of this 
sale—which I did—and having a goodly number 
on hand, it will afford me pleasure to present one 
to any Collector wishing to possess a copy, and if 
he will send me word to my store, No. 101 William 
Street, New York, I will immediately forward 
him one. The real interest of it consists in its 


having the different biddings on each individual 


piece. 
I have given my reasons for differing from 


crown, and the date 1715; and as I have dupli-| 4, B. S., in regard to the cause of the immense 
cates of the “ Publica Fide,” the « Wert och ‘demand for Coins of every description, from the 
Wapen,” the * Saturnus,” and the “ Mercurius,” | Jatter part of the year 1858, up to the present 
I hope I may be enabled, through the medium ! time—and if my view of it requires confirmation, 
of these remarks, to complete my series, either | I think it may be found, on reference to the differ- 
through exchange or otherwise. Any communi-! ent numbers of your Journal—giving particulars of 
cation will be thankfully received, if addressed, | 4}) the Coin sales that have taken place, as far as 
under care of the Editor of this Journal, to the writer was able to ascertain the fact, from the 

I.Q. {year 1828, to the 31st Deeember, 1865. But 








96 


American Journal of Numismatics. 





before proceeding, I will correct one error in this 
list, it is No. 40, in the August number—it is 
there stated that the sale was conducted by W. C, 
Tripler,—it should have been by W. C. Cook— 
owner, Edward Cogan, as I had bought the Col- 
lection some time before of my friend Mr. Tripler, 
and the sale was made in my store, No. 48 North 
Tenth Street, Philadelphia, at 8 o’clock in the 
morning, and concluded at half-past nine, very 
much to my satisfaction, as by the result I felt very 
certain—too certain, however, as the result will 
show—that [ was running upon veivet, and was 
going to make a good thing out of the Collection. 
It was only a portion which I had selected from 
the Cabinet, which contained a very /arge quantity 
of duplicates, and was getting on very well with 
this position—when on a sudden my hopes were 
dashed to the ground, by my store being brok- 
en open, and almost the entire assortment was 
stolen, and the only consolation left me, was that 
I was not a positive loser by the purchase—Pardon 
this digression, and to return to the list of the 
Coin Catalogues. By these statistics it appears, 
that from the 12th and 13th June, 1828, which is 
the first Sale reported—to the 26th October, 1858, 
iuclusive, a period of thirty years, only twenty-one 
Sales had taken p!ace—the next, and the last of 
that year, was the sale of my Cents, which has 
formed the principal subject of my communication. 
And now mark the progress up to the end of 
the year 1865. By the list referred to, it appears 
there were in 
1859, 

1860, 

1861, 

1862, 

1863, 

1854, 

1865, 


21 Sales. 
34“ 


making a total in seven years of 191 Sales, 

And now, my dear sir, I think I have pretty 
fully proved my view of the cause of the Coin 
Trade having been what it was, and remaining 
what it is, to be correct—and by the way, I plead 
guilty to always having had a secret satisfaction in 
thinking this to be the case—partly, perhaps, 
because it has caused many to style me the 
«Father of the Coin Trade.” And having, I 
believe, confined myself within the limits of my 
contract, I take my leave, for the present at least, 
and remain as ever, 

Yours faithfully, 
Epwarp Cocan. 


FOR 8 ALE. 
A very fine and rare 
Collection of about 1200 Copperheads, 


Dne-half being in the various metals, among which are 
-wenty in Silver, Address 
“ CoprperHEAD,” 
Fournal of Numismatics. 








NOTES AND QUERIES. 








Contributions for this department are invited on topics of 
general interest to Numismatists and Archaologists. 


Announcements cf Coins or Antiquities for sale, or desired for 
purchase, will be published in this column at acharge of twenty- 


| five cents per line. 


Gren Cove, L, 1., March 14th, 1867. 
Ed. American Fournal of Numismatics : 

Dear Sir,—Please be kind enough to answer me through 
your columns for April. How many issues of Confederate 
Paper Currency there have been? the date of the different 
issues? and the denomination of the notes in each issue? 
and you will greatly oblige, -Yours respectfully, I. T. B. 


Will E. G. R, of Canajoharie, N. Y., please send his 
address to the Editor of the * Journat.” 
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